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Incorporating Performing Arts
Each page of  Around the World Right Now is a moment frozen in time in a different somewhere in the 
world. Each city has its own unique qualities and culture. 

Break your students up into groups and have them choose one page from the story. Give them 
opportunities to examine the city that they have chosen further, by using the internet and your local or 
school library to research more information. In their group, allow them to create a short scene from that 
page; unfreezing the moment and making the page come to life. 

To help them create their scene, they can answer the following questions about their city. 

City: ______________________________________________________________________________

Who are the characters: ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What is the action happening on the page: ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

What happened right before this moment in time: ________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What is about to happen: _____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

What is the first line: ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Have fun and remember… there are no wrong answers!
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Where In The World Is The Missing Picture?
Each of the following pictures is a page from the book but each one is missing someone 

important. Can you find the missing picture and place it back to where it belongs?
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Where In The World Do You Live?
Using the time zone map, find your state. When it’s 6 o’clock in the morning in San Francisco, 
what time is it where you live? Draw a picture below of what you’re doing at that time!
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Criss Cross Around The World
 Across
 1. What type of music is playing in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil?
 2. Where are people strolling along in Tokyo, Japan?
 3. Who steals a family’s lunch in Madagascar?
 8. What type of whale is being born in the  

middle of the Pacific Ocean?
 9. Who is walking down the street in  

Anchorage, Alaska?
 10. What lives in the South Sandwich Islands?

Down
 1. What are the people in New Orleans,  

Louisiana eating for breakfast?
 4. What has appeared over Table Mountain  

in Cape Town, South Africa?
 5. Who are the children getting ready to feed  

in London, England?
 6. Who is settling down near the  

Great Wall of China near Beijing, China?
 7. What are people eating in Rome, Italy?
 11. What type of buildings is the artist painting  

in Santa Fe, New Mexico?
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Possible Lessons Using STEAM
Right Now Studying time and distance

Geography, and weather

Multicultural references, and gender inclusion. 

In Sports Studying various forms of measurement (yards, feet, miles, kilometers,  
seconds, minutes, days)

Studying numbers through word problems

Speed/Distance (emergent understanding of physics concepts)

At Breakfast 
& At Dinner

Culinary Arts/cooking (writing a classroom cookbook)

Measurements/math

The science of cooking (mixing ingredients/adding heat and cold)

5 senses

Economics/Building restaurants/food trucks

At Home Building/engineering (creating standing structures from various materials

Researching terrains using technology

Strength of materials

Animal homes

In a Celebration 
in Lights

Patterning/matching

Understanding light (reflections/shadows)

Designing various holiday décor (candle holders/ paper lanterns, etc).

Studying electricity

At Play Counting/patterning

Creating games/game boards/rules

Letter/number recognition

Art appreciation (some games from around the world include references  
to pop/classical art)

With Clothes Design (creating patterns/textiles – using technology or by hand)

Sewing

Weather study

Understanding heat and cold
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School Programs

Authors Gina Cascone and Bryony 
“Bree” Williams Sheppard offer 

educational programs with content 
appropriate to a variety of age ranges 

and reading levels. Their programs 
explore the authors’ creative writing 
process including the research and 
writing (drafts, editing, rewrites), 
and how illustration can bring the 
written word to life. Sessions can 
include working with groups of 

students to create their own Around 
the World book. Using this theme, 

cultural diversity, sequencing, 
and STEAM content can also be 

explored, connecting to standards 
in history, geography, and language 

arts.  Best of all, students will 
learn that writing can be fun!

For Elementary Schools
PreK- 5 Programs can be tailored to curriculum and include 
geography, multiculturalism, telling time, science and math. 
Gina and Bree offer half-day or full-day programs.  Sessions are 
adjusted to meet the needs of the students in each grade level or 
combined grade levels and range from 30 minutes (for PreK) up 
to 60 minutes for older elementary students. Note: Each lesson 
aligns with Common Core Standards and/or NAEYC Standards.

For Middle Grades and High Schools
Gina and Bree provide higher level content on the process of 
book writing and the publishing business. Presentation session 
length is typically 50 minutes but this time frame can be 
modified from 50-90 minutes per session so that presentations 
can be scheduled to fit class schedules. Sessions may be held 
during English, reading, writing or library classes or in whole 
grade level assemblies.

About the Authors
Gina Cascone is the author of 30 books in several different 
genres, and has written for screen and television. This is her first 
picture book, a joyful collaboration with her daughter inspired 
by her granddaughter’s unrelenting curiosity. She lives with her 
husband in Lawrence Township, New Jersey. 

Bryony Williams Sheppard holds a degree in Theater Education 
from Emerson College in Boston and is studying for her Masters 
in Educational Psychology. She loves bringing different stories to 
life with her students.

General Information
Gina and Bree’s presentations are up close, personal, and kid 
friendly.  They are tailored to your class and the school’s needs.  
Once the date is confirmed, an Agreement will be forwarded 
which will include all pertinent details and book ordering 
information. For more information or to schedule an appearance 
please contact audrey.mitnick@sleepingbearpress.com

Or, to contact the authors:  
 Gina Cascone: gina@casconesheppard.com 
 Bryony Williams Sheppard: bree@casconesheppard.com

Around the World Right Now
(Jacketed HC) 978-1-58536-976 • $16.99 • Ages 5-8 
www.casconesheppard.com
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