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a ben of all trades
The Most Inventive Boyhood of Benjamin Franklin

A rousing biography reveals how Benjamin Franklin’s 
boyhood shaped his amazingly multifaceted life.

Use A Ben of All Trades: � e Most Inventive Boyhood of 
Benjamin Franklin in your classroom to teach about the 

history of Benjamin Franklin and his era.history of Benjamin Franklin and his era.
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•  TEACHER TIPS

• As a class, research the various 
trades that Benjamin tried.

• Take a poll to see which trades are 
the most appealing to your students 
and have them explain why.

• In the notes at the back of the 
book, read about how the author 
created dialogue although there 
was none in Franklin’s Memoirs, 
which inspired the story. Have 
students create dialogue for 
Benjamin and his sister Lydia or 
for Benjamin and his friend John.
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